
Wetland Rules
OVERWATER STRUCTURES IN COASTAL AREAS

Eben Lewis
Southeast Region 
Supervisor
NHDES Wetlands Bureau, 
Pease Field Office
October 10, 2019



Agenda
1. Background.

2. Similarities/differences with previous rules.

3. Introduction to general criteria.

4. New dock classifications.
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OVERWATER STRUCTURES IN COASTAL AREAS
Existing Rules

New structures in 
tidal waters

Major Minimum

Repair work
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://wavetrain.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/pilings.00-800x530.jpg&imgrefurl=https://wavetrain.net/2017/08/22/popham-beach-piling-removal-the-politics-of-beach-erosion/&docid=gHBbZk-pjmMb3M&tbnid=-FfBo_gF2mwanM:&vet=10ahUKEwjA48zI94_lAhUKTd8KHcxGCxQQMwhIKAAwAA..i&w=800&h=530&bih=931&biw=1920&q=Phippsburg piling&ved=0ahUKEwjA48zI94_lAhUKTd8KHcxGCxQQMwhIKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


OVERWATER STRUCTURES IN COASTAL AREAS
New Rules

New structures in 
tidal waters

Major Minimum

Repair work

Minor

Exceeds minimum 
criteria and 

requires NHFG, 
NHB, or NMFS 

review
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